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On March 24, the voters of Douglas County have the 
opportunity to extend the 1% sales tax, collected 
since 1997, that benefits students and schools.

Education 
Special 

Purpose 
Local 

Option 
Sales 
Tax 

(ESPLOST) allows school districts to ask for the ability 
to levy and collect a 1% sales tax to help fund school 
improvements. ESPLOST can be renewed by voters 
through a referendum every five years and can be 

used to pay for capital projects (construction, buses, 
technology) or to retire debt. 

ESPL    ST VI
March 24, 2020

for students and schools in
Douglas County

Advance Voting 
starts March 2nd!

Please see the VOTING INFORMATION section on the 
right for advance voting details, voter registration 

information, and more.

If approved, ESPLOST VI 
will be collected 

January 1, 2022 - 
December 31, 2026. 
The penny sales tax is paid by 

anyone who shops, dines or buys 
gas in Douglas County.  With 

26,600 students, 
3,300 employees, 
and 35 schools,

  
Douglas County School System 

(DCSS) is the 17th largest school 
system in Georgia and the largest 

employer in Douglas County.

Proposed Projects 
for ESPLOST VI

Debt Elimination

Instructional
Technology

DCSS will be 
DEBT FREE 

at the end of 
ESPLOST VI.

on existing school campuses

Multi-
Purpose
Indoor
Arena

for 
graduation 
ceremonies 
and other 

events

Additions 
and

Renovations

This document is for informational purposes only.

Advance 
Voting

Saturday 
Voting

VOTING INFORMATION

March 14 
9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Douglas County Courthouse

March 2-20 
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Douglas County Courthouse

March 9-13 
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Woodie Fite Senior Center 
(new voting location for seniors)

March 16-20 
8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Boundary Waters Aquatic Center, 
Dog River Library, Deer Lick Park,
Old Courthouse

Polls open March 24, 2020
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

To find your voting precinct, go to:
www.mvp.sos.ga.gov

To register to vote in Douglas County, 
go to the Voter Registration office on the first floor of 
the Douglas County Courthouse, or register online at
https://registertovote.sos.ga.gov/GAOLVR/

To vote in the March 24 election, 
you must be registered by 

February 24, 2020.

For an absentee ballot, go to: 
www.sos.ga.gov/index.php/Elections/

absentee_voting_in_georgia



?Frequently 
Asked 
Questions
How are funds from 

the current 
ESPLOST being used?
Construction projects, including classroom 
additions at Alexander High School, Chapel 
Hill Middle School, and Lithia Springs 
Elementary

Elimination of 26 mobile units housing 52 
classrooms. An additional 11 mobile units 
housing 22 classrooms will be eliminated 
upon the completion of the Alexander High 
School addition in summer of 2020.

Payment of bond debt

Safety enhancements at all schools

Instructional technology

Why should residents 
with no children in school 
support the ESPLOST ?

In addition to keeping ad valorem 
taxes stable, ESPLOST helps strengthen 
our schools. Good schools mean well-
prepared citizens, a strong labor market, 
and an inviting atmosphere for living 
and working. One of the key questions 
asked by industrial/commercial or 
residential prospects considering 
relocation is: “What is the quality of the 
school system?”

Learn more! 
Visit dcssga.org 
and click the 
ESPLOST tab at the 
top of the page.Addition at Alexander High School, scheduled to open 

June, 2020

Will I pay more in taxes?
NO. ESPLOST VI will extend the current penny 
sales tax. Collection will begin January 1, 2022, 
when the current ESPLOST expires.

Why does DCSS have debt?
Beginning in the late 1990s, the population of 
Douglas County increased dramatically, making 
the construction of several schools necessary. 
Bonds were used to finance construction, and 
a significant portion of every ESPLOST has been 
used to pay down the debt. DCSS will be debt-
free at the end of the proposed ESPLOST VI.

Why is the school system 
asking for additional bonds?

By selling bonds, the school system can 
immediately begin construction of the multi-
purpose indoor arena. Without bonds, the 
project would be delayed for several years. The 
sale of bonds also helps lock out construction 
cost inflation. Even with the new bonds, all 
debt will be paid off by the end of ESPLOST VI 
(December 31, 2026).

Lithia Springs Elementary School classroom addition and 
kitchen expansion, completed June, 2018

Chapel Hill Middle School classroom additon and 
office expansion, to open June, 2020


